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Message from the Principal 
 
It has been another busy week at Rivers as we 
approach the final week of this Autumn term and 
look forward to the festive break.  
 
On Thursday and Friday this week we had our 
OAT Behaviour Boost to support us as an 
academy to raise standards by focusing on 
correct uniform, use of mobile phones during school time, behaviour on corridors, 
showing respect for each other and readiness to learn. Feedback has been really 
positive and I am so proud of our students for really stepping up to the occasion and 
committing to our CARE values. Once again, I would like to thank parents and carers 
for your support with this initiative.  
 
On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday this week our Performing Arts department 
staged a spectacular all singing, all dancing performance of our school show “Love At 
First Flight”. What a fantastic production! All the students involved performed 
superbly and should be extremely proud of themselves. A big thank you to our 
Performing Arts department for the enormous amount of hard work required to 
produce another brilliant school show this year.  
 
We have lots of events taking place at the academy next week before we finish the 
end of the Autumn term on Friday at 1.50pm. We have our Sixth Form Parents 
Evening on Monday, a Year 7 & 8 Disco on Wednesday, our annual and much-loved 
student and staff Christmas lunch on Thursday and our festive end of term 
assemblies on Friday!   
 
I wish you all a restful weekend and look forward to seeing our students on their 
return on Monday.   
 
Jo Williams, Principal  
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Dates for your Diary  
 

Monday 16th December 2024 
Sixth Form Parents Evening – Year 12 & 13 

 
Wednesday 18th December 2024 5pm-7pm 

Year 7 & 8 School Disco 
 

Thursday 19th December 2024 
Student & Staff Christmas Lunch 

 
Friday 20th December 2024  

Break up for Christmas holiday (Academy closes at 1.50 pm) 
 

Monday 6th January 2025 – 9.45am 
All students return from Christmas Holiday –  

please note the academy will open to students at 9.45am 

 
 

Parents Evenings 2024-25 
 

Year 7 (Meet the tutor) - 25 September 2024 
Year 11 - 4 December 2024 

Sixth Form (Yr 12 & 13) - 16 December 2024 
Year 10 -  21 January 2025 
Year 9 -  13 February 2025 

Year 11 Academic - 20 March 2025 
Year 8 - 31 March 2025 

Year 7 - 6 May 2025 

On Friday 13th December, the following Year 10 students, who had been nominated by their 
Head of Year and Tutors, were invited to tea with the Principal to celebrate their outstanding 
demonstration of the academy’s CARE values..   

Tylor E (10D1) Kayden D (10D1) Jack C (10A2) Tobi B (10A2) 

Edward B (10M1) Ronnie S (10M1) Amelia T(10Z1) Isabelle J (10Z1) 

Bella W (10M2) Jack M(10M2) Sam T (10A1) Oliver B (10A1) 

C.J H (10Z2) Skye H (10Z2)   
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One of the literacy challenges we run weekly 
is “Word of the Week” where students are 
invited to use the word in a sentence and 
submit it in order to receive merit points.  The 
WOTW for next week is “Generosity”. 
 
Why not have a go? 

Performing Arts Stars of the Week 
 
The Performing Arts Team would like to recognise and celebrate 
the fantastic work that happens in the department each week.  . 
 
A massive well done to all of the students who took part and 
helped in our school show ‘Love at first Flight’. The standard of 
the performances was outstanding and we will include some 
photos next week with more detail.  

 
Thank you to all the parents/carers for their support and  
donations also.   
 
Well done to all! 

Ellie H Year 8 
 
Adele R 9D2 

Pippa G Year 9 
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Year 7 have been reviewing their Bebras results, and I’m pleased to say 
that a lot of students did well, achieving a Merit or Distinction with the 
following students managing to achieve a score to put them in the top 
10% of the country:  
 

Year 8 have been learning about searching and sorting algorithms and appreciating how a 
computer program is brilliant at performing monotonous tasks like sorting through a long 
list of data. Ellie in 8R1 produced some wonderfully neat and informative work. 
 
Year 9 have been learning about encryption and have been practicing their Cypher codes 
including the Pig Pen Cypher and the Caesar Cypher. It’s easy to see why it took hundreds of 
years for the Caesar cypher to be broken as the cypher text looks totally unintelligible unless 
you have the correct key.   
 
Year 10 have their Autumn 2 assessment next week, so they have been revising in earnest. 
Hazel and Suzie from 10D1 have shown an incredible work ethic to their revision. 
 
Year 11 have nearly reached the end of the topics and soon it will all be about focussing on 
the areas they feel less confident with. 
 
We are currently running the following clubs and revision sessions: 
(After Christmas Business will be after school on Monday’s) 

Archie - 7A1 Alexander - 7M2 Elissa - 7M2 

Autumn - 7A2 Stanley - 7Z1 Harlie - 7Z1 

Year Group Club Day Time Room 

Years 7 & 8 Computer Science Club Monday Lunchtime IT02 

Year 10 Computer Science Monday & Friday After School IT02 

Year 10 iMedia Monday & Friday After School IT02 

Year 11 Computer Science Monday & Friday After School IT02 

Years 12 & 13 Media Wednesday After School 
(Not on Parents Evenings) 

IT02 

Year 13 I.T.  Monday After School IT04 

Years 10 & 11 Business Friday After school IT04 
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Year 7 - Mr Moon 
 
Another positive week for Year 7 as our attendance is sitting at 94.57% and is still the best in 
the whole school.  Let’s continue to show up every day with a positive attitude for learning.  
The tutor group with the highest attendance is once again 7A1 with 96.00%, so well done to 
Mr Chapman and the students in his form.   
 
The three students with the highest merits awarded this week are Seren (7D2) with 200, 
Bellamarie (7D1) with 190 and Harriet (7A1) with 190 also.  A big well done to those students.  
It’s great to see lots of merits being given out. Mr Lyu and his tutor group are still leading the 
charge for the year group. 
 
Next Friday is our very first honours assembly for Year 7.  During assembly I am very excited 
to be giving out certificates and rewards for the winners of the various categories. There is 
still time for teachers to nominate students, so make sure you are all showing your best 
selves and demonstrating our CARE values within lessons and around the school.   
 
The Rewards breakfast for this half term is for any student with 0 negative points.  More 
information will be shared regarding this closer to the time.  There are currently around 20 
students with zero negative points, so keep it up! 
 
As you may have heard, some people from OAT have joined the school over the last 2 days 
for our behaviour boos initiative.  This has been hugely successful and they have shared lots 
of positive messages with me about how Year 7 have behaved and their attitude to learning, 
as well as their demonstration of the CARE values.   
 
I have really enjoyed seeing so many Year 7 students getting involved during their rugby and 
dance lessons for PE.  The numbers for these afterschool clubs have started to decrease, 
which is a real shame.  It would be great if we could really push for students to attend clubs, 
as this is a great chance for them to meet like minded people and build strong friendships.  
All afterschool clubs are free and there is a late bus that runs, ensuring students have a way 
to get home.  Please make the most of the clubs that are currently running before they 
change in the new year.  
 
I hope you have a restful weekend ready to start next week with a positive attitude.   
 
Contact: smoon@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

mailto:smoon@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
mailto:sdurrant@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Year 8 - Ms Scott 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
This week, we were fortunate to have the Behaviour Boost Team join us to support our 
efforts in addressing uniform and classroom disruption issues. I am extremely proud of our 
Year 8 students, as only a small number needed reminders to comply, and these matters 
were resolved promptly. I am optimistic that these corrections will have a lasting impact, 
leading to significant improvements in our school’s overall atmosphere, student attitudes, 
and well-being. 
 
During my learning walks this week, I had the pleasure of observing some truly exceptional 
moments in our classrooms: 
 
• In Ms. Taylor’s RE class, students engaged with the significance of the celebrated EID 

holidays, showcasing some beautiful work in their books. 
 
• Ms. Thurtle’s music lesson was alive with energy as students explored reggae music. A 

special mention goes to Mia L., who impressed everyone with her skills on the steel 
drums! 

 
• In drama with Ms. Mason, I witnessed a captivating performance by George C., Leo F., 

James J., and Fraser H. Their scary scene was brilliantly executed! 
 
Finally, I’d like to highlight and congratulate the following students for their outstanding 
positive behaviour this week: 

Well done to all of you! Your efforts and attitudes are a credit to Year 8, and we look forward 
to seeing continued excellence in the weeks ahead. 
 
Next week will see lots of celebrations including our highly anticipated Christmas Disco, and 
the Rewards Breakfast. I cant wait to celebrate with the students and get them ready for the 
Christmas holidays.   
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Contact: hscott@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

James B. Gracie W. Jessica M. Sam A. Katelynn C. 

Megan R. Bella Rose B. Thomas F. Riley N. Josh J. 

mailto:hscott@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
mailto:pwillingham@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Year 9 – Ms Thurtle 
 
Dear Parent/Carers,  
 
I hope you have all had a lovely week. It has been a busy one here, with our school show and 
behaviour boost.  
 
I would like to congratulate all of the Year 9 students who have performed outstandingly in 
'Love At First Flight'.  
 
Ethan. A, Jessica. W, Sophie. T, Danica. C, Mollie. B, Aleixa. C, Amber. H, Erin. R, Adele. R, Erin. 
R, Rose. P, Sophie. L, Darcey. J & Immie. M. 
 
In assembly this week, students were reminded about high expectations in and outside of 
the classroom. As an academy we have had a behaviour boost with support from OAT, 
focusing on key areas. 
 
Our highest merits scorers for this week are: 
 
Pippa. G (9Z2) 
Thomas. O (9Z2) 
Ben. H (9Z2) 
 
All for 9Z2! Well done. 
 
I look forward to our honours assembly next week in our final week of term. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Contact: cthurtle@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

mailto:cthurtle@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
mailto:lturnnidge@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Year 10 – Ms Taylor 
 

This week in assembly, Year 10 have been informed about the ranges of leadership 
opportunities for students in the school, and I am delighted that both the chair of the newly 
formed school council Jaya N - 10M2, and the vice chair Sebastian W - 10M1 are from our year 
group, and I have every confidence that they will lead the council with integrity.  Jaya is also 
the school's representative for OAT - and should be justifiably proud of herself for this 
achievement. 
 

Year 10 have also been rewarded with hot chocolate with the head today, and I would like to 
congratulate the following students for their efforts. 
 

• Tylor Edwards (10D1) - He is always so respectful and kind to others, be it staff or students. 
Much deserved. 

• Kayden Deakin (10D1) - He receives merit points from a whole host of teachers and is a 
pleasure to speak to. He certainly deserves this recognition. 

• Jack Carroll (10A2) - He is attendance and uniform is excellent. Jack has an amazing 
number of positive merits, the most in the form group, achieving lots in Computer 
Science, Mathematics and CARE value Ambition.  I have been so impressed looking at 
Jack's progress in his subjects, in particular Computer Science.  Jack is consistent in his 
hard work and commitment to achievement. 

• Tobi Boler (10A2) - Tobi has faced some challenges recently in light of his sporting injury, 
but through his resilience and determination he has not let this effect his school career. 
He has endeavoured to attend school, even when this has been at times physically a 
challenge. Tobi has remained focused on his studies and has made good progress in his 
subjects, in particular Science and Health and Fitness. He continues to be committed to 
his passion for Rugby outside of school. 

 
 
 
 
 

Also congratulations to our top merit achievers this week: 

10A2 achieved the greatest number of students with top merits this week, so massive 
congratulations to Miss Nice and her form. 
 

Finally, congratulations to the very many Year 10 students who received CARE postcards for 
their efforts since their release.  It was lovely to see how proud they were of their efforts. 
 

As we approach the well break, I am proud of them for their continued efforts, with the 
majority making good decisions most of the time. 
 

Contact: staylor@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

• Edward B (10M1) • Ronnie S (10M1) • Amelia T(10Z1) • Isabelle J (10M2) 

• Jack M (10M2) • Sam T (10A1) • Oliver B (10A1) • C.J H 910Z2) 

• Bella W(10M2) • Skye H (10Z2)   

Bella W (10M2) George C (10M1) Ash H (10M1) Matthew C (10M2) Alex J (10M1) 

Sam T (10A1) Hollie P (10D1) Tobi B (10A2) Jack C (10A2) Tom N (10D1) 

Hazel W (10Z1) Faith W (10Z2) Cooper P (10A2) Bobby A (10A2)  

mailto:staylor@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
mailto:lturnnidge@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Year 11 - Mr Field 
 
It is great to see Year 11 continuing to work hard and focus on their studies during the run up 
to Christmas.  Every little bit of study helps towards the larger goal and their next steps in life. 
 
The year group continue to have assemblies from different departments talking about their 
subjects, and this week was Science.  The students were shown a revision timetable for the 
subject to help them along their way and to help plan and prioritise their studies.  A 
wonderful thought provoking quote was used during the assembly to help ensure students 
continue to work hard. 
 

'Hard work beats talent, when talent doesn't work!' 
 
Well done to the top merit point earners this week:  
 
Jack, Elliot, Beth, Ethan, Harvey, Katie, Harry, Olivia, Alisha, Amy, Skie, Ben, Lola.  
 
Well done everyone.  Have a lovely weekend and keep up the good work.   
 
Contact: sfield@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

mailto:sfield@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
mailto:rswinnerton@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Year 12 & 13 - Mrs Wilkins 
 
It is wonderful to see so many of our year 13 UCAS students receiving offers back from their 
chosen universities. We have even seen a few unconditional offers based on the outstanding 
applications. Just a remind that our internal deadline is next week to ensure we have sent all 
applications off before the mad rush in January. 
 
Sixth Form Parents Evening is now closed for bookings and will take place on Monday 16th 
December. Please contact Mrs Penberthy if you had any issues with making your bookings. 
 
Many o our Sixth Form students took part in the annual school 
musical. This year it was an original piece titled ‘Love At First 
Flight’. In Act one we saw all of our Sixth Formers perform ‘There’s 
a Storm a’Coming’ from the musical Standing at the Skies Edge. 
The harmonies and movement was fantastic.  
 
Mobile phones are becoming a concern as there are many being used in the corridor. Sixth 
Form students must remember they are role models and therefore phones and ear pods 
must be away when moving around the building. 
 
Friday Feels 
Today we celebrated our students with our termly Honours Assembly. If is fantastic to see 
the outstanding comments from teachers and tutors about all the wonderful things our 
students are doing. Congratulations to everyone who received a reward. Keep up the hard 
work.  
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Thank you to everyone who has brought in a decoration for Sixth Form. Our area is looking 
very Christmassy. 
 
Students are continuing to take it in turns to move our “Elf on the Shelf. It has brought a 
lovely warm feel to area and it is wonderful to see the students getting into the spirit and 
working together.  

Finally, next week is our new Christmas trip to London Universities, the British Museum and 
Winter Wonderland. We will be travelling to London with 62 students to spend the day 
enriched with culture and Christmas traditions. We are all looking forward to spending this 
time with the students and enjoying this time of year in London. Students will need to meet 
at Burnham train station 9:20am where they can purchase their train tickets. We will be 
arriving home around 8:30pm. Please make sure you are dressed appropriately with suitable 
footwear as there will be a lot of walking outside. 
 
One more week to go! Please all wear your Christmas jumpers on Friday for our last Friday 
Feels! 
 
Contact: mwilkins@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 

 
Performing Arts News - Miss Thurtle & Miss Turnnidge 
 
Congratulations to Year 12, who have completed their first unit on Music 
Technology. They have worked so hard this term, to plan and teach their 
own music lesson. We are enjoying our new Podcast unit.   

April. O - D* Riley. J - D Harvey. W - D 

Hayden. R - P Sonny. C - M  

mailto:mwilkins@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Menu 
 
We have pleasure of enclosing a link to next weeks menu.  Please note that items are 
subject to change at short notice due to availability of produce from our suppliers.  We 
welcome feedback on our catering offer; so please email our catering manager, Leanne 
Warner at lwarner@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk with any comments / suggestions.   
 
Nut Allergies 
 
Any form of nut or products that contain nuts should not be brought into school.  We do 
have students with severe nut allergies, which can be life threatening, and we would 
appreciate your support in keeping them safe.   
 
Parentpay 
 
The daily limit for students to spend is set at £4.50 as a default.  This means, should a student 
select items at break and / or lunch which take them over the limit, they will be asked to put 
something back. If you would like to change the limit on your child's account please email 
our catering manager lwarner@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk.  Please note: it can take a 
while before the cashless system updates once you have added funds to your child's 
catering account.  Please be mindful of this and try and get the money on there in plenty of 
time for break / lunch.  When adding funds please ensure you add it to Dinner money and 
make sure it's not just sitting in your parent account.   
 
Free School Meals 
 
The daily limit for free school meals is £3.30.  Funds will need to be added to your child's 
Parentpay account should you wish them to be allowed to exceed the limit.   
 
Catering Cards 
 
Students must tap their catering card each time they wish to make a purchase, even if they 
are entitled to free school meals.  Please remind them that they need to bring their catering 
card in every day.  Those students without their card will be held back until the end of the 
queue, allowing those through with cards first.  The cards really speed up the catering 
service, giving students more time to socialise with friends and eat their food.  If a card is lost 
or damaged, a new one can be purchased for £1 on ParentPay.  The new card will be 
delivered to tutors the following morning.   
 
If you have any questions regarding any of the above please contact either Leanne Warner, 
Catering Manager lwarner@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk or Angela Mahoney, Finance & 
Business Director amahoney@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk.   

https://ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/key-info/break-and-lunchtime-menus-2
mailto:lwarner@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
mailto:lwarner@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
mailto:amahoney@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Christmas Lunch 
 
We will be serving Christmas lunch for students & staff on Thursday 
19th December. The cost is £7.50 and this must be pre-booked and 
paid for via Parentpay, please ensure you input comments to 
confirm whether or not your child has any specific dietary 
requirements.  If your child is entitled to free school meals you still 
need to book, as this ensures we cater for the correct numbers and 
avoid waste. Please email finance@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk 
to book a free school meal and ensure you include the student 
name, year group and whether or not there are any specific dietary 
requirements.  
 
The meal will consist of: 
 
Roast Turkey, carrots, brussell sprouts, 
yorkshire pudding, roast potatoes, 
pigs in blankets, stuffing balls and 
gravy, followed by an ice cream pot.   
 
or 
 
Vegan wellington, carrots, brussell sprouts, yorkshire pudding, 
roast potatoes, pigs in blankets, stuffing balls and gravy, followed 
by an ice cream pot.   
 
Gluten Free option : Roast Turkey, carrots, brussell sprouts, GF 
yorkshire pudding, roast potatoes, GF pigs in blankets, GF stuffing 
balls and gravy, followed by an ice cream pot.   
 
All meals will be served with Gluten Free gravy and come with a 
cracker and carton of drink.   

mailto:finance@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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Academy Shop 
 
All students are required to have sufficient equipment to allow them to learn and achieve 
their full potential.  It is a students’ responsibility to arrive at the Academy with the 
appropriate equipment for lessons:  
 
Equipment:  
 
2 x black pens        Maths set (including a scientific calculator) 
1 x purple biro for assessment feedback  Student Planner (student organiser) 
2 x pencils        Reading book 
1 x 30cm ruler        Books / folders for the days lessons 
Coloured pencils (not felt tips)    Water bottle 
Eraser         Basic art equipment 
Pencil sharpener 
 
The Academy Shop, located near the main hall, is open before school 8.30 - 8.50am and at 
breaktime 11.20 - 11.50am every day.  The shop stocks all of the above equipment, as well as a 
wide selection of revision guides & workbooks, for all year groups. You can also purchase new 
ties from here.  We can only accept cash for shop purchases on site, we are unable to use 
credit on a students catering card.  Alternatively, you can complete an order form and return 
it to finance@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk.   
 
Year 10 & 11 -You will find an item on ParentPay - KS4 Revision Guides & Equipment- just 
overwrite the amount with the total to be paid, we will check it against your order and let 
you know when the items can be collected from the shop (or you can call in and collect from 
main reception if you would prefer).  
 
Year 7, 8 & 9 (KS3) - Once we have received your completed order, we will add it to your 
ParentPay account.  When payment has been confirmed we will let you know when the 
items can be collected from the shop (or you can call in and collect from main reception if 
you would prefer).   
 
You can access the up to date KS3 order form and the KS4 order form here; these are also 
available on our website www.ormistonriversacademy.co.uk.  Please contact finance on 01621 
787845 if you have any queries. 

https://ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/admin/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2024/01/2023-09-KS3-Revision-Guides-Equipment-20240111.pdf
https://ormistonriversacademy.co.uk/admin/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2024/01/2023-10-KS4-Revision-Guides-20240111.pdf
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Absence Reporting 
 
Students should attend school unless they are very unwell.  On every day of absence please 
contact the school with the reason why your son/daughter is not attending. Please contact 
us as early as possible and at the latest by 8am on the first day of absence. This can be via 
the following methods: 
 
MyEd Messaging App 
 
ConnectED absence line: 0845 355 8104 
 
Attendance line: 01621 787855 
 
Change of Personal Details 
 
It is essential that we are kept up to date with changes in your contact details.  This may be a 
change to a mobile number, an e-mail address, a full address or even a change of who is the 
first priority to contact.  By keeping us up to date with changes we can ensure that you are 
receiving information regarding your child’s progress and that we can contact someone in 
the case of an emergency.  Or preferred means of communication is by e-mail, please ensure 
that we have a current e-mail address for you.  Please notify us of any changes by e-mail to: 
kcannon@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk.   
 
Lost Property 
 
We have several items in lost property, mainly coats, PE kits, blazers and drinking bottles. 
Any student can check in Student Reception for lost items. Please note that items not 
collected before the end of this term will be donated to charity, therefore, please remind 
your children to check for anything they have misplaced before this time. Thank you.   

mailto:kcannon@ormistonriversacademy.co.uk
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