
Additional reading to support textbooks include: Speak with 
Yr13  students to see if they are selling any of their copies



Read through the following slides and familiarise yourself 
with the structures and style of questions that the three 
papers will test you on. Look for similarities between 
subjects and approaches for you GCSE’s. You will have 
support in class to adapt to the exam requirements.



Paper One Structures







AO1: 2 
marks

AO2: 4 
marks

Knowledge & 
Understandin

g
Application

What you know 
and understand 
about sociology

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

One paragraph

Example 
Question

Explain, using 
examples, the 
concept of high 

culture (6) 

Paragraph
1

Start off by explaining 
what the key concept is 
and then give at least 

one piece of 
sociological evidence 
(study, theory) and at 
least two examples



AO1: 4 
marks

AO2: 8 
marks

Knowledge & 
Understandin

g
Application

What you know 
and understand 
about sociology

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

Two paragraphs

Example 
Question

Using Sources A 
and B and your 

wider sociological 
knowledge, 
explain the 

concept of global 
culture. (12)

Paragraph 1
PEEE

•Use Source A to make a point
•Back your point up with sociological 
evidence (studies, theory)
•Then explain how your evidence 
links to your point (using concepts) 
•Finish your paragraph off my 
providing an example (contemporary 
evidence)

Paragraph 
2

PEEE

•Use Source B to make a point
•Back your point up with sociological 
evidence (studies, theory)
•Then explain how your evidence 
links to your point (using concepts) 
•Finish your paragraph off my 
providing an example (contemporary 
evidence)

McLuhan

Hall

Mcdonalds

Travel, 
internet?



●

AO1: 8 
marks

AO2: 8 
marks

AO3: 4 
marks

Knowledge & 
Understandin

g
Application

Analysis & 
Evaluation

What you know 
and understand 
about sociology

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

Your ability to use 
sociology to 

present both sides 
of an argument

Paragrap
h 1

PEEE

Argument to support the 
question PEEEE

Paragrap
h 2

PEEE

Argument to support the 
question PEEE

Paragrap
h 3

PEEE

Argument to support the 
question PEEE

Paragrap
h 4

PEEE
Evaluation PEEE

Conclusi
on

A critical conclusion that is 
fully supported, backed up 

with some more sociological
evidence

Outline and briefly evaluate 
the view that nurture is a 

stronger influence than nature



Paper Two Structures







Section A
Section 

B
Marks 45 Marks 60 Marks

Timings 60 minutes
1 Hour 15 
minutes

Breakdow
n of 

timings

Source 
Analysis

Q1
4 marks

Q2
6marks

Q3
10 

marks

Q4
25 

marks

Q5
20 

marks

Q6
40 

marks

5 mins 5 mins 8 mins 12 mins 30 mins 25 mins 50 minsYou will need to get used to answering these 
questions under timed conditions. Time is tight 

in the exam and half the battle is sticking to 
timings! 



AO2: 4 
marks

Application

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

One paragraph

Example 
Question

Summarise the 
data shown in 
Source A. (4)

Paragraph 1

You should make 3-4 
observations about the data 

shown. Each observation 
should be distinct and backed 

up with evidence from the 
source. 

To get 4/4 you need to: “show an excellent ability 
by clearly and accurately summarising the data in 

Source A”. 



AO1: 2 
marks

AO2: 4 
marks

Knowledge & 
Understandin

g
Application

What you know 
and understand 
about sociology

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

Two paragraphs

Example Question
Explain two possible problems 
with the representativeness of the 
samples used in the research

summarised in Source B.. (6) 

Paragraph 1
Outline one problem backed up 
with evidence from the source

Paragraph 2
Another problem backed up with 

evidence from the source



AO2: 4 
marks

AO3: 6 
marks

Application
Analysis & 
Evaluation

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

Your ability to use 
sociology to 

present both sides 
of an argument

Two paragraphs

Example Question
With reference to Source A, 
explain one advantage and one 
disadvantage of sociologists using

quantitative data to study poverty. 
(10)

Paragraph 1
PEEE

P: Clearly state one strength of the 
method and link to a concept
E: Provide some evidence from the 
Source
E: Develop your point by explaining
the concept.
E: Provide an example of how this 
affects the study of inequalities specific 
to the source.

Paragraph 
2

PEEE

P: Clearly state one weakness of the 
method and link to a concept
E: Provide some evidence from the 
Source
E: Develop your point by explaining
the concept.
E: Provide an example of how this 
affects the study of inequalities specific 
to the source.

Read question carefully. It 
could be 2 strengths…or 2 
weaknesses!



AO1: 5 
marks

AO2: 5 
marks

AO3: 15 
marks

Knowledge & 
Understandin

g
Application

Analysis & 
Evaluation

What you know 
and understand 
about sociology

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

Your ability to use 
sociology to 

present both sides 
of an argument

Six paragraphsSix paragraphs

Example Question
Using Source B and your wider sociological 
knowledge, explain and evaluate the use of a 
combination of questionnaires and in-depth 
interviews for researching women’s 
involvement in
digital gaming.. (25)

Introductio
n

Outline and explain the method

Paragraph
2

PEEE

Strength of the method
Link to a concept /theory

Link to the source.

Paragraph 
3

PEEE

Weakness of method
Link to a concept /theory

Link to the source.

Paragraph
4

PEEE

Strength of the method
Link to a concept /theory

Link to the source.

Paragraph 
5

PEEE

Weakness of method
Link to a concept /theory

Link to the source.
.

Conclusion
A critical conclusion that is fully 

supported, backed up with some 
more sociological evidenceEach PEEE paragraph should contain:

• A clear point that is related to the question
• Supporting evidence (theory/study/source)
• Detailed explanation using key concepts
• An illustrative example (contemporary 



AO1: 12 
marks

AO2: 8 
marks

Knowledge & 
Understandin

g
Application

What you know 
and understand 
about sociology

How you use your 
knowledge of 
sociology to 
answer the 
question

Five paragraphsFive paragraphs

Example Question
Outline ways that social class may impact on 

a person’s life chances. (20)

Introduction
Outline and explain the 

concepts in the question.

Paragraph 1
PEEE

Provide one way...

Paragraph 2
PEEE

Provide a second way...

Paragraph 3
PEEE

Provide a third way...

Paragraph 4
PEEE

Provide a fourth way...

Each PEEE paragraph should contain:
• A clear point that is related to the question 
and completely separate to the previous point
• Supporting evidence (theory/study)
• Detailed explanation using key concepts
• An illustrative example (contemporary 
evidence)



AO1: 16 
marks

AO2: 8 
marks

AO3: 16 
marks

Knowledge & 
Understandin

g
Application

Analysis & 
Evaluation

Argue for, theories
and studies

Link to question
Argue against, 

theory and 
studies, conclude

Eight 
paragraph

s

Eight 
paragraph

s

Example 
Question

Assess the view that class 
inequality can be a 

positive thing for society. 
(40 marks)

Introductio
n

Outline why this issue is 
important to sociologists, define 

terms

Paragraph
1

PEEE

Argument to support the 
statement

Paragraph 
2

PEEE
Argument against the statement

Paragraph
3

PEEE

Argument to support the 
statement

Paragraph 
4

PEEE
Argument against the statement

Paragraph
5

PEEE

Argument to support the 
statement

Paragraph
6

PEEE
Argument against the statement

Conclusio
n

Conclusion summary

Each PEEE paragraph should contain:
• A clear point that is related to the question
• Supporting evidence (theory and a study)
• Detailed explanation using key concepts
• An illustrative example (contemporary 
evidence)

Each PEEE paragraph should contain:
• A clear point that is related to the question
• Supporting evidence (theory and a study)
• Detailed explanation using key concepts
• An illustrative example (contemporary 
evidence)



Paper Three Structures






